BHS Historic Tree Removal

A drawing of the existing trees in question is overlaid on proposed site improvements in
the version of Sheet TR1.01 attached

Norway Maples. There are four Norway maple trees located along the northwest frontage
of the BHS site. The trees are proposed for removal due to construction impacts associated
with the construction of the new high school building. While the four trees will be located in
a planter strip area between the existing sidewalk and the new sidewalk, trenching for
electrical conduit servicing the new street lights will go through the root zones of all four
trees. The westernmost maple tree’s root zone will also be adversely impacted by trenching
for a new stormwater drainage line extending to SW Farmington Road. The third tree,
counting from the west, will also have significant adverse root zone impact by another
stormwater drainage line extending to SW Farmington Road.

The District also notes that the Norway maple is not an approved street tree as it is not
listed in the City of Beaverton's 2023 adopted Urban Forest document. In some
circumstances, Norway maples are also listed as a nuisance by the Beaverton Development
Code. The project proposes planting new street trees to accommodate the ultimate arterial
roadway section and future widening of the SW Farmington right-of-way, which will require
the removal of the existing Norway maple trees. See attached Sketch CSK-7.3.

Ponderosa Pines. There are two Ponderosa pines located near the northwest corner of
BHS site along the SW Erickson frontage. These trees are proposed for removal due to the
construction impacts to the trees by the new high school building and associated SW
Erickson frontage improvements. The sidewalk location associated with a City of Beaverton
3-Lane Collector will be placed where the trees are currently located.

The District considered moving the sidewalk further east away from the trees in an attempt
to preserve the trees. Preservation was found to not be feasible since there will still be
significant adverse impacts to the root zones of the trees. The proposed building and
associated improvements will be in the existing field area east of the trees. This field is
regularly irrigated and maintained, which has substantially contributed to the health of the
trees. The new structure, underground utilities, and the new sidewalk will eliminate more
than 55% of the root zone of these trees, which is too much damage for the trees to
survive. Lastly, the City’s 2023 Urban Forest document notes that Ponderosa pine trees are
appropriate for the urban forest as street trees in environments where there is a 9-foot
planting area. The planting area for this section of SW Erickson Avenue is 7 feet, not
including the curb width (see Exhibit A, Sheet ST7.3, in the August 11, 2023 submittal).
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